SAFETY ALERT MESSAGE
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An international commission of experts appointed by the Austrian government recently completed an in-depth study of the safety of ski lift railway tunnels.  These experts examined fire safety in light of the disastrous tunnel fire at the Kaprun ski area in November 2000.  The commission identified several safety areas that require improvement:

· Electrical and hydraulic equipment

· Fire extinguishing equipment 

· Fire alarm and smoke detector systems

· Fire resistant wall covering

· Use of non-acid batteries 

· Heaters that do not exceed permissible surface temperatures

· Electrical and hydraulic lines with protective coating 

· Permanent installation of emergency lights in longer tunnel segments

· Communication links between the cable car driver and the machinist on duty

· A communication link between passengers and driver

· Special inspections of the cable car bottoms for cleanliness and proper condition of the cables and lines 

· Strict enforcement of no smoking rules in the passenger compartments
If you are considering a recreational trip to a particular area, determine what type of ski lifts are in use  - factor this into your decision about where to ski.  Skiers planning to use ski lift railway tunnels should ask about implementation of these recommendations before using one of these ski lift railway tunnels.  If there is uncertainty about safety, or if your questions are not answered to your satisfaction, you should consider alternate means to get up the hill (if available) or consider using a different ski area.  It is imperative that each of us conducts the necessary risk assessment to reduce or eliminate the risks associated with the use of these potentially dangerous ski lift tunnels.
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