WINTER POV SAFETY TIPS

1. Topics for discussion.


a. POV Pre-Winter Inspection / Personal & Unit


b. Winter Driving


c. Emergency Kit


d. Driver Assessment


e. Trip Planning


f. DUI Mitigation

2.  Preplanning for winter will result in fewer breakdowns, accidents and deaths.  

3.  Break the task into manageable phases that can be individually risk assessed. 


a. Preplan:


(1) Conduct a pre-winter POV inspection and perform necessary maintenance


(2) Place emergency contact information in an envelope in the glove box addressed to the Police/Polizei.


(3) Keep a prepaid phone card in the glove box.

Identify a designated driver BEFORE you start your trip/party.


b. Prepare:


(1) Assemble an emergency kit in your POV


(2) Ensure you have extra gas coupons in the car


(3) Put a shovel and kitty liter in the car


(4) Inspect your tire chains and ensure they fit.


c. Practice:


(1) Putting on your tire chains in good weather, with gloves on!

(2) Defensive driving in warm weather! Makes it easier in cold weather.

(3) Route planning, tell a friend the route you intend to use, where you are going and when you plan to return.

d. Perform:



(1) Conduct risk assessments on your self and your subordinates.



(2) Double your expected travel time regardless of Autobahn speeds.



(3) Don’t over extend yourself, if you are running late, take your time, call in and take the hit for missing one formation, not all of them!


e. Recover


(1) Continue POV PMCS


(2) Keep your Emergency Kit Stocked


(3) Review and share your driving experiences and solutions with friends
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