MILITARY VEHICLE TIRE CHAINS

1. The winter season is fast approaching and time to take necessary action to ensure sufficient amounts of tire chains are on hand or on order to operate safely this winter.  In addition, commanders should ensure tire chain inspection for correct type and serviceability, and familiarize vehicle operators in the installation and use of tire chains.

2. The following information provides vehicle model, description and tire chain stock numbers for selected vehicles.


VEHICLE MODEL        
DESCRIPTION     

TIRE CHAIN NSN


M35A2
              
2 ½ TON TRUCK      
2540-00-933-9024


M809
                      
5 TON TRUCK
     
2540-00-933-9022


M915
                       
TRUCK, TRACTOR     
2540-00-933-9034


M915A1

 
TRUCK, TRACTOR     
2540-00-933-6935


M915A2
                
TRUCK, TRACTOR     
2540-01-024-4440


M916

               
TRUCK, TRACTOR      
2540-00-933-9034


M917

               
TRUCK, DUMP
      
2540-00-933-9034


M918

               
DIST, BIT MAT
      
2540-00-933-9034


M919

              
TRUCK, CONCRETE    
2540-00-933-9034


M920

              
TRUCK, TRACTOR
      
2540-00-933-9034


M939 SERIES
      
5 TON TRUCK
      
2540-00-933-9022


M939A1 SERIES
  
5 TON TRUCK
      
2540-00-933-9033


M977

              
HEMTT

      
2540-01-152-7813


M978

              
HEMTT

   
2540-01-152-7813


M998/1038
           
HMMWV                        
2540-01-214-1264


M1114/M1025/26

UP-ARM HMMWV        
2540-01-214-1264


M1009/1008
           
CUCV  

      
2540-01-185-8306


M1074*


PLS
                 
       
2540-01-152-7813


FLU-419


SEE                                    2540-00-933-6922

· IAW the -10 manual, if you use chains on the HMMWV, you 

need to use chains on all four tires.

· With the exception of the PLS, the M939A2, HET and M35A3 have the central tire 

inflation system (CTIS) and do not require tire chains.  For the PLS, use chains on the 

number 3 and number 4 axles.  Also, set the CTIS to cross country and proceed at a 

maximum highway speed of 10 MPH.

3. The following information provides tire chain size by stock number:

         TIRE CHAIN SIZE
CHAIN ASSY NSN         


          7.50 X 16



2540-00-528-7360          


          8.25 X 20



2540-00-933-9025       

          9.00 X 20



2540-00-933-9024        

          9.50R X 16.50


2540-00-057-0204        

         10.00 X 15



2540-01-185-8306        

         10.00 X 20       


2540-00-933-9020        

         11.00 X 16



2540-00-933-6933        

         11.00 X 20



2540-00-933-9022        

         11.00 X 24



2540-00-933-6935        

         12.00 X 20



2540-00-933-6922        

         14.00 X 20



2540-00-933-9033        

         14.00 X 24



2540-00-933-9023        

         16.00 X 20



2540-00-933-6937

4. It is important to requisition tire chains early to avoid the rush and ensure stock is on hand prior to the winter season.  
5. Use of tire chains.


a. Tire chains provide the extra traction required to operate a Tactical vehicle on packed 

snow, ice-covered terrain, sand and in deep mud.  Tire chains should not be used on dry pavement.  It is recommended that vehicle operators carry tire chains in the vehicle from the months of October through may.


b. It is important to use the right size and type of tire chain. Use only the tire chains prescribed in the vehicle TM.  The -10 TM, usually chapter 3, prescribes when tire chains should be used and the specific restrictions.  FM 21-305, manual for the wheeled vehicle driver, explains how to install tire chains.


c. Tire chains are designed to fit loosely.  This reduces the possibility of chain links gouging into tires.  Tighten chains by hand; do not use tools or over tighten.  Tire straps are used to keep the chain tight.  After continued use on ice, the chain can become packed with ice and start losing its effectiveness.  A simple cleaning will restore traction.  Strap information follows:

15” long, stretches 20” to 30”     NSN  5340-01-029-9084

21” long, stretches 26” to 42”     NSN  5340-01-231-6015 


31” long, stretches 36” to 42”     NSN  5340-01-029-9085


d. At the end of the tire chain season, clean off the dirt And mud, and soak them in cleaning solvent to loosen the stubborn gunk.  After cleaning, dunk them in used crankcase oil and drip dry.  Store the chains in burlap or a canvas bag (sandbags work well) and put them in a dry place.

6. Safety.


a. USAREUR REG 385-55, prevention of motor vehicle accidents, PARA 3-9c , states that commanders will ensure vehicles are equipped (good tires, lights, wipers, chains) and maintained to cope with expected adverse conditions.


b. USAREUR PAM 385-15, leaders force protections guide, PARA 7v, states that commanders will establish procedures for controlling vehicle operations during adverse road conditions.  Para 16a (10), states that tire chains are used when needed.

7.  POC for this memorandum: USAREUR, G4, Supply Division at DSN 370-8496 or email: willisw@hq.hqusareur.army.mil.
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